Recent CARD Publications by Center for Agricultural and Rural Development
Volume 11
Issue 3 Summer 2005 Article 6
July 2015
Recent CARD Publications
Center for Agricultural and Rural Development
Follow this and additional works at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/iowaagreview
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Center for Agricultural and Rural Development at Iowa State University Digital
Repository. It has been accepted for inclusion in Iowa Ag Review by an authorized editor of Iowa State University Digital Repository. For more
information, please contact digirep@iastate.edu.
Recommended Citation
Center for Agricultural and Rural Development (2015) "Recent CARD Publications," Iowa Ag Review: Vol. 11 : Iss. 3 , Article 6.
Available at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/iowaagreview/vol11/iss3/6
SUMMER 2005            CENTER FOR AGRICULTURAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT      11 
Iowa Ag Review
can be found on the Web at http://
www.ams.usda.gov/lsg/arc/qsap.
htm. While most of the companies 
approved to date are feedlots and 
packers, other members in the sup-
ply chain may offer a QSA, including 
animal identifi cation companies. 
An advantage of participating in 
an independent program is that mul-
tiple systems can be managed under 
one umbrella program. Whereas a 
packing company will only want to 
document product requirements for 
its own product lines, an umbrella 
program can offer a broader range 
of verifi cations. Receiving animals 
from producers covered by these 
umbrella programs may also benefi t 
packers, who would not incur the 
risks associated with approving sup-
pliers. In addition to animal age, for 
example, a producer may want to 
document a breeding program or 
verify source of origin to increase 
marketing opportunities. 
QSAS AND COUNTRY-OF-ORIGIN 
LABELING
QSA programs have been created to 
ensure compliance with specifi c im-
port requirements of other countries. 
As such, a QSA program will not 
be required for domestic programs 
such as the U.S. COOL program. The 
COOL program would require that 
producers keep records to verify 
compliance but would not require a 
pre-approved USDA system.
QSAS AND THE NATIONAL ANIMAL 
IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM
One of the realities of a QSA for Ja-
pan age verification is that the ani-
mals be identified and their birth 
date recorded, at least by group. 
The National Animal Identification 
System will require that all cattle 
be individually tagged with an ear 
tag. Producers may be able to par-
ticipate in a QSA program through 
their identification supplier. When 
evaluating identification suppliers, 
producers should ask the follow-
ing questions.
• Is the company’s QSA program 
approved for age verifi cation 
to Japan?
• Is the company’s QSA program 
compliant for COOL?
• What else does the company’s 
QSA program include?
PLAN NOW FOR FUTURE ACCESS
While the Japanese market is not 
currently open, some calves born 
this spring will likely be exported 
to Asian markets. To qualify for ex-
port to Japan, the animal must have 
been 20 months of age or younger at 
slaughter and born, raised, and pro-
cessed by farms and fi rms that are in 
a USDA pre-approved QSA program. 
Relatively few of these programs ex-
ist today, but the number is growing. 
Producers should consider their op-
tions: whether they want to establish 
their own QSA, sell to a buyer who 
has a QSA program, or participate 
in an independent QSA program. Al-
though any sector in the beef supply 
chain may develop a QSA program, 
identifi cation suppliers and producer 
organizations are expected to pro-
vide the independent QSA service. ◆
John Lawrence is a livestock economist 
and director of the Iowa Beef Center at 
Iowa State University. 
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